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SAVE A BUNCH 

OF CASH
Expert advice | Excellent rates
Better mortgages

anita@anitamortgage.ca403-771-8771



403-837-4023

info@officialplumbingheating.ca

official-plumbing-heating.ca

Plumbing Services

Furnace Repair

Drain Cleaning

Boiler Repair$25
Service Call Fee

SAVE A 

BUNCH 

OF CASH
Expert advice
Excellent rates
Many options
Better mortgages

Licensed by Avenue Financial

403-771-8771
anita@anitamortgage.caANITA

C O N N E C T
1  &  2  BEDROOM,  PET

F R I E N D L Y  R E N T A L S

Available now with 8’x4’ storage  
units in underground parkade.

Looking to book an event? Reach out to our  

leasing team today for our Penthouse event  

and meeting spaces at Bridge.

950  MCPHERSON  SQUARE  NE 

CALGARY,  AB



Roma’sRoma’s
PizzeriaPizzeria

Check out our website:  
www.romaspizzeria.ca

403-515-0075

FREE DELIVERY
within 3 km with a 

minimum order of $20

931 General Ave. NE

12″ Gluten-Free Crust Available +$5.00

HOT DEALS

WINTER HOURS

TWO PIZZAS
with 3 Toppings on each
4 Cans of Pop

12″ $37 14″ $42 16″ $53

Complimentary sauce  
with every pizza

MONDAY TO THURSDAY  11am to 9pm
FRIDAY    11am to 10pm
SATURDAY   12pm to 10pm
SUNDAY AND HOLIDAYS  4pm to 8pm

Experience 200 years 

of Canada’s Military History 

at The Military Museums.

BRING IN THIS
AD TO RECEIVE
25% OFF OF

REGULAR DAY
ADMISSION

Home to:

• Naval Museum of Alberta • Army Museum of Alberta • Air Force 

Museum of Alberta • Lord Strathcona’s Horse (Royal Canadians)  

• Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry • King’s Own Calgary 

Regiment • Founders’ Gallery • TMM Foundation • TMM Library

THE MILITARY MUSEUMS (4520 CROWCHILD TRAIL SW) 
CALGARY, AB T2T 5J4 | (403) 410-2340

www.themilitarymuseums.ca
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PRESIDENT/EDITOR’S MESSAGE

What de�nes a neighbourhood’s character? One 

theory is that neighbourhood character is an amalgam 

of various elements that may include land use, 

urban design, visual resources, historic resources, 

socioeconomics, tra�c, and even noise. While these 

characteristics may provide an accurate de�nition from 

an urban planning perspective, I prefer an approach 

that focuses on the people in the community – in other 

words, characters rather than characteristics – and 

identi�es what it is that makes a place distinctive and 

di�erent from other neighbourhoods.

In my humble opinion, Bridgeland-Riverside does 

have a distinctive character that has more to do with 

its residents, past and present, than with its physical 

and socioeconomic characteristics. The strong spirit of 

volunteerism shown by residents and the independence 

and entrepreneurism of our local merchants certainly 

distinguish our neighbourhood. I would go further and 

say there are also elements of the unconventional and 

o�beat that are hallmarks of Bridgeland-Riverside.

This quirkiness also exists in our local businesses. Where 

else can you buy vinyl record albums, bananas, and 

soft serve ice cream in the same store, and receive a �u 

shot during your visit? Where else can you combine a 

Stampede pancake breakfast with falafel and hummus? 

Sipping great co�ee while having your bicycle tuned up 

and tasting spirits distilled in a former furniture store are 

further examples of unique activities that you can enjoy 

right here in the neighbourhood.

Motorists can receive air hugs from our much-loved 

Helen Jusic and residents can witness Frisbee Rob and 

his amazing dog Sailor training to break world records in 

Murdoch Park. Turk the famous freedom-loving turkey 

decided that he preferred Bridgeland over Ramsay but 

unfortunately did not anticipate our coyotes.

Our neighbourhood’s response to our damaged 

“Bridgelan” sign is further evidence of our o�beat 

character. Various anonymous donors bring smiles by 

adding little “Ds” to the sign pending its repair. This 

culminated on Halloween when Chris Scott turned 

himself into a candy-dispensing human “D” to rave 

reviews on social media.

The phrase “Keep Portland Weird” was introduced in 

that city 20 years ago as an initiative to support local 

businesses and has grown to become a source of pride 

among its residents. Even though Portland’s o�cial 

slogan is “The City that Works,” that is not the phrase 

found on t-shirts and bumper stickers in local stores. 

I, for one, am proud of our quirkiness as it gives our 

community a distinctive character and I would not take 

o�ence to being told that I live in an o�beat, dare I say 

weird, neighbourhood. 

The BRCA wishes you a safe, happy, and whimsical 

holiday season.

Alex MacWilliam

• Wills & Estates

• Probate

• Real Estate/Conveyancing

• Litigation

• Copyright Law

• Patents

• Trademarks

• Corporate Law

kari@stemp.com tasha@stemp.com

403-777-1122  (Toll Free 1-800-665-4447)

www.stemp.com  |  bill@stemp.com

#1670, 734 - 7 Ave SW, Calgary, AB  T2P 3P8

SCAN HERETo View Additional 

Community Content

INCLUDING 

News and Events

Real Estate Statistics

Crime Statistics

and More...
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Call Amanda to learn more | 403.369.7507 | apoitras@silvera.ca

Willow Park on the Bow | 30 11 Street NE, Calgary | silvera.ca

Gorgeous view and 
modern elegance

 $1,110

Voted Best Seniors' 

Residence in Calgary
 

Voted Best Seniors' 

Winner in the Seniors' 

Residence Category

Life in the City 

Willow Park on the Bow

Life in the City – located in beautiful Bridgeland

� Two rental programs; 11% below market and well-priced  
independent living apartments 

� City views and park views

� Large bright windows and high ceilings

� Limited release of fully renovated apartments with in-suite laundry

Book your tour before they are all reserved!  

B R I D G E L A N D  •  R I V E R S I D E  I   D E C E M B E R 2022      5



Bridges contains editorial content and information provided by Bridgeland-Riverside Community 
Association and is distributed free to community residents and businesses 12 times per year. Circulation 
is approximately 5,100.

Disclaimer: Bridgeland-Riverside Community Association is not affiliated with any advertiser or third 
party whose content or information appears in Bridges. Opinions expressed in Bridges are those of the 
author or advertiser only and may not reflect those of the BRCA or the publisher of Bridges.

917 Centre Avenue NE

Calgary, AB. T2E 06C

www.brcacalgary.org

Inquiries:  403-263-5755

Email: info@brcacalgary.org

BRCA Hall Rentals

Phone:  403-263-5755

Newsletter Submissions:

newsletter@brcacalgary.org

MEMBERSHIP FORM
New and returning members, please apply online at brcacalgary.org/
membership or use this form and mail or drop o� along with cheque 
made out to: Bridgeland-Riverside Community Association 

  917 Centre Ave NE

  Calgary AB T2E 0C6

Membership type: (please check one)

Individual ___

Family ___

Senior ___

For 2022, we will not be charging membership fees but invite members, 

if they wish, to pay what they can.

Member information: (please print clearly, attach additional family 

member names)

Last name:  _______________________________________________

First name:  _______________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________

Postal code:  ______________________________________________

Email:  ___________________________________________________

Phone number:  ___________________________________________

DIRECTORS

President and Chair Alex MacWilliam

President@brcacalgary.org

Vice Chair Vacant

ViceChair@brcacalgary.org

Treasurer Jason Knight

Treasurer@brcacalgary.org

Secretary Linda Poetz

Secretary@brcacalgary.org

Membership Sarah MacDonald

Membership@brcacalgary.org

Development and 

Transportation

Bonnie Kemp

Planning@brcacalgary.org

Communications Andrew Fisher

Communications@

brcacalgary.org

Heritage Deb Lee

Heritage@brcacalgary.org

Beauti�cation Susan Mulholland

Beauti�cation@brcacalgary.org

Safety Alex MacWilliam

Safety@brcacalgary.org

Programs Sarah MacDonald

Programs@brcacalgary.org

Events Sarah Eve White

Events@brcacalgary.org

Directors at Large Delshani Peiris

Jess Hu�man

Lourdes Juan

Newsletter Alex MacWilliam

newsletter@brcacalgary.org Or, please feel free to communicate with us about community events at events@BRCAcalgary.org
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Message from the Calgary 

Buddhist Temple

Dear Bridgeland-Riverside friends,

We would like to take this opportunity to address some 

of the concerns that have been voiced regarding the 

recent condition of the Calgary Buddhist Temple in  

the community.

In February 2022, we were the recipients of gra�ti 

and vandalism to our property and the Calgary Police 

Service documented the incident as a hate crime. We 

were not the only building targeted and we are grateful 

that no one was physically assaulted. Unfortunately, 

over the years, vandalism of our property has become a 

more frequent occurrence. We have been working hard 

at �nding the best resolution to prevent such incidents 

from happening in the future.

We would like you to know that we are not neglecting 

to make all of the necessary repairs to our property 

and we value keeping up with the aesthetics of the 

community. However, we are at a point where repairing 

the vandalized items on our property, such as the 

temple signage lettering, is no longer viable or cost 

e�ective without �rst putting in place deterrents from 

further vandalism. We continue to make strides in our 

e�ort to deter future vandalism and to have all the 

repairs completed.

In the meantime, we have hired a private security 

and risk assessment consultant to provide some 

recommendations for our next steps. This has included 

hiring a security company to do frequent random 

checks on the property in the evening hours.

We thank you for reaching out to us and voicing your 

concerns and we hope that you can understand our 

position and that you continue to be patient with us as 

we work through these di�cult times.

With gratitude and palms together,

Calgary Buddhist Temple

BRCA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

• Seniors Holiday Social – Dec 15 – set up 12pm and tear down 3pm

• Arctic Adventure planning (Nov/Dec/Jan)

• Arctic Adventure event –Jan 20-22 – set up/tear down, etc

• Pub Night Committee – ongoing

• BRCA Events Committee – ongoing

• BRCA Hall Skating Rink – rink �ooding/shoveling/maintenance (Nov-Feb)

• Farmers Market –winter season volunteers – ongoing

If you are interested in any of these opportunities or want more information,
email membership@brcacalgary.org or go to www.brcacalgary.org
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"The BRCA bridges people 
through engagement across the 

past, present, and future."

2023 BRCA Membership fees have been waived!

You can make a donation when you renew, which 
goes towards amazing community programs, 
activities, and events! See details online.

Levels: Individual, Family, Senior

(Current memberships expire: Dec 31, 2022) 
Renew at www.brcacalgary.org

It's time to RENEW your  
BRCA Membership for 2023
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VOLUNTEER PROFILE

Dianne Kuliasa, Karen Shaw, 
and Ilo Torgerson

We sat down with a trio of passionate volunteers—all 
seniors—to talk about their experiences volunteering 
and living in Bridgeland-Riverside.

How long have you lived in Bridgeland-Riverside? 

Dianne and Karen both moved to our community about 
nine years ago. Ilo moved here four years ago because 
she wanted to be closer to The Zoo, where she was a 
volunteer.

They love the proximity to downtown, public transit, the 
multitude of activities happening for people of all ages, 
and how well BRCA treats its volunteers. They love so 
many features of the neighbourhood, like the parks and 
speci�cally, Tom Campbell’s Hill.

How did you get involved in volunteering in our 

community? What kind of volunteer activities have 

you done?

Ilo already loved volunteering with The Zoo (in the 
penguin building!), and then the pandemic arrived and 
that was not possible. She then got involved in BRCA 
volunteer activities, like picking up litter. Dianne loves 
gardening and started gardening in the community 
and with the BRCA rooftop garden. Dianne and Karen 
started joining in with beauti�cation e�orts, including 
the weeding and pruning of public spaces. Participating 
in the BRCA Bridgeland Walks connected the ladies to 
Deb Lee, who suggested some volunteer activities.

In addition to gardening and volunteering with The Zoo, 

they have been part of BRCA’s Community Cleanup Day. 

Karen believes that litter really detracts from the beauty 

of the neighbourhood, and admits she’s a neat freak!

What would you tell others in the community about 

volunteering?

Volunteering connects them to others in the community. 

While weeding or picking up litter, passersby would 

stop to chat, and then those folks would also learn 

about volunteer opportunities that bene�t the 

community. Dianne notes that Bridgeland-Riverside is a 

diverse community and that we also have many people 

who come here from other neighbourhoods because 

of the many activities available. They note that during 

the pandemic, it was nice to just get out and get some 

fresh air. The skating rink at the community hall—run 

by volunteers—brings families and young people out.

What do you like most about volunteering for the 

Bridgeland-Riverside Community Association?

They love connecting with people in the community, 

having fun, getting some exercise, and seeing the 

results of their work appreciated by others.

What is a hidden gem in Bridgeland-Riverside?

Volunteering has incredible bene�ts for both the 

community and the individual who is volunteering! 

There can be the misconception that volunteering is 

just time that you give away—which takes hours away 

from other activities or free time. Volunteering creates 

change, but the change is reciprocal for the volunteer. It 

is ful�lling, satisfying, and valuable to know that you are 

contributing directly to the community where you live.

Calling All PARENTS
Visit mybabysitter.ca and find available babysitters  

in and around your community.

Calling All BABYSITTERS
Enroll free at mybabysitter.ca and choose the  

Calgary communities you would like to babysit in.

Left: Volunteers Dianne K. and Karen S. 

Right: Ilo on her walking route in fall 2021.
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New Little Free Library in 

Bridgeland
by Deb Lee

We have lots of readers of all ages in Bridgeland-

Riverside who love to use the Little Free Libraries 

scattered throughout the community. Luckily for them, 

there is a brand-new library that has sprung up in the 9A 

Street park. It’s a cute bright yellow structure that sits on 

a post located close to the northwest corner of the park. 

You can’t miss it!

For those who are new to the Little Free Library concept, 

the statement “take a book, leave a book” is how it works. 

The books have been donated by community members 

and can be taken by anyone who would like to read 

a book. There is no cost and you are not obligated to 

return the book.

Bridgeland’s newest library is now open for business 

24/7, in all seasons. Thank you to Mitzi for making the 

library beautiful, to Craig for helping to install it, and to 

Jeannie, Cayley, and Stephanie who have stepped up 

to share the stewarding duties. Thank you also to past 

BRCA board member Roseanne Penner who originally 

arranged with the City for three park locations for 

our Little Free Libraries. The other two are located in 

Riverside Park near the Rain Garden (stewarded by Vera) 

and in General Plaza.

We are lucky to have six other Little Free Libraries next 

to private homes throughout the community in the 

following locations:

• 4 Ave at 4A St

• 4 Ave north on 7A St

• 4 Ave at 8A St

• Thompson Ave

• 10 St at 1 Ave (beside Bridgeland Market)

• 7A St south of McDougall Rd

Little Free Libraries are seen as a way to foster 

community engagement and to encourage reading 

and improve literacy. Contributing your used books also 

creates more space in your house.

On your next walk around the neighbourhood, be sure 

to check out the newest library at the 9A St park and all 

of our other Little Free Libraries.

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed within any published 
article, report, or submission re�ect those of the author and 
should not be considered to re�ect those of Great News 
Media or the Community and/or Residents’ Association. 
The information contained in this newsletter is believed to 
be accurate but is not warranted to be so. 

Great News Media and the Community and/or Residents’ 
Association do not endorse any person or persons 
advertising in this newsletter. Publication of any 
advertisements should not be considered an endorsement 
of any goods or services.

9A Street Park

☑ CHECKLIST
• Remove valuables & garage door 

openers from vehicles

• Lock vehicles

• Close overhead garage door

• Lock door between garage & house

• Close & lock all external doors

• Ensure windows are shut

• Turn on exterior light

9 PM 
ROUTINE 
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Specializing in: 

BOTOX

DERMAL FILLERS

LASER / SKIN TREATMENTS

HYDRAFACIAL

PLATELET RICH PLASMA
(hair and skin restoration)

COOLSCULPTING
(body contouring)

LASHES

 combining

 BEAUTY, ART,  

 SCIENCE & EXPERTISE

403-452-9959
info@elegancecalgary.com

Scan to   
elegancecalgary.com

Bridgeland Real Estate Update
Last 12 Months Bridgeland 

MLS Real Estate Sale Price Update

Last 12 Months Bridgeland 

MLS Real Estate Number of Listings Update

Average Asking Price Average Sold Price

October-22 $384,900 $370,000

September-22 $749,950 $710,000

August-22 $269,000 $260,000

July-22 $324,900 $320,000

June-22 $439,900 $435,000

May-22 $412,350 $402,000

April-22 $350,000 $342,000

March-22 $439,900 $442,000

February-22 $465,000 $533,500

January-22 $449,950 $431,750

December-21 $249,900 $228,000

November-21 $399,900 $392,500

No. New Properties No. Properties Sold

October-22 21 13

September-22 16 6

August-22 12 8

July-22 19 11

June-22 20 17

May-22 23 22

April-22 21 19

March-22 30 23

February-22 33 21

January-22 15 16

December-21 7 5

November-21 6 7

To view more detailed information that comprise the above  
MLS averages please visit  brid.mycalgary.com
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Bridgeland Bees – Fun Facts
Our Bridgeland Bees have had 

another successful summer 
foraging and making honey. 
After all that hard work, they 
are ready to snuggle in and 
rest for the winter. Did you 
know bees don't hibernate 
or sleep? They'll be awake 

all winter, huddled together, 
vibrating their wing muscles 

to generate heat, keeping 
the hive warm at 35 degrees 

Celsius. They've got lots of 
stored honey to snack on until 

the spring.

All their hard work 
produced over 20 kilos of 

extractable honey!

Honey is the only food 
product that doesn't spoil. 

The oldest edible honey 
is 3000 years old. The 

profession of beekeeping is 
at least 4500 years old.

Raw honey is anti-bacterial, 
anti-fungal, and packed 

with antioxidants, vitamins, 
and minerals.

In early spring, the hive 
will be home to 12,000 
bees. The colony is the 

biggest in July with 
80,000 bees.

Honey bees can recognize 
human faces.

Our bees can visit up to 
1000 �owers in one trip, 

which can take four hours.

Thank you Benevity  
for sponsoring the  

BRCA beehive!

Thank you to our 
amazing beekeeper 

Shandril from Alveole, 
who has cared for our 

bees all season.
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Park Naming and La Piazza
by Deb Lee, Beauti�cation Committee – Park Project 

The BRCA Park Project activities conducted from 2020 
to 2022 endeavoured to determine how our many small 
parks and green spaces could be better known and 
utilized. We identi�ed that most of our small parks did 
not have formal names or had acquired informal names. 
In the 2021 naming component of the Park Project, we 
sought to �nd names for our 10 little parks and green 
spaces that would describe the diverse and historic 
makeup of our community. We consulted with residents 
in the community for each park and in March 2022, we 
submitted our recommendations which are now being 
reviewed by the City.

Most people feel a great fondness for the park currently 
known as General Plaza. It is located between 1 Avenue 
and a row of businesses along General Avenue, between 
8A and 9 Streets. The park, with its mature Schubert 
Chokecherry trees whose �owers brighten our spring, 
has a variety of seating, tables, and lighting that were 
placed there by the BRCA a few years ago. Roma Pizza 
donated the foosball game and a Little Free Library 
o�ers books to read. Many people of all ages visit here. 
Local volunteers continue to maintain the furniture, pick 
up litter, and remove weeds from the plant beds. Thank 
you, John, Bertina, Allan, Lucia, and Sarah, for your great 
e�orts this year!

Planning is underway to more fully commemorate the 
former Calgary General Hospital along Centre Avenue. 
It was suggested that the “General Plaza” park name 
could move to this new space, so we pursued a new 
name for this lovely park along 1 Avenue. Many people, 
local residents as well as visitors, have suggested that 
the park is unique in Calgary and feels like a European 
setting. We know that many Europeans did indeed 
settle here in past years.

Italians were a major group to call Bridgeland home, 
especially after World War II. Initially, many worked at 
the General Hospital, in construction, and for the City, 
and their kids attended St Angela’s School. Businesses 
such as the Italian grocery store sprang up and the 
older men met for co�ee at tables set up outside 7-11. 
Gardens were planted in the rich soil and bumper crops 
of tomatoes were harvested and turned into delicious 
tomato sauce. The fall also meant the making of wine 
from imported grapes. The name “Little Italy” described 

our community in those days and the Italian Cultural 
Centre on the west side of 4 Street became an important 
hub of activity. Over the years, the younger generation 
moved to new homes in the suburbs so nowadays, there 
are fewer people of Italian descent actually living here.

An Italian presence is still felt in Bridgeland-Riverside. 
Several restaurants along 1 Avenue serve traditional 
Italian fare. Prior to COVID-19, BRCA partnered with the 
Italian Cultural Centre to organize a Passageatta event 
that featured entertainment at the Italian Centre, a 
lantern-lit walk down 1 Avenue, and fun activities like 
grape stomping, music, and bocce play in the Plaza. 
The seventieth anniversary of the Cultural Centre was 
celebrated this past fall along with an Italian cultural 
event at the community centre.

To acknowledge and celebrate the historical importance 
of Italians in our community, we have recommended 
that that 1 Avenue park be re-named “La Piazza,” 
translating to “town square” or “plaza” in Italian. We 
believe that this is a �tting name for this much-loved 
gathering place.

Even though snow is blanketing the streets now, you 
can still �nd a place to sit in this park. The City has also 
provided a �repit where you can share time with friends 
and warm your hands. Stop by and enjoy the unique 
ambiance of one of our favourite park spaces. We hope 
to hear about the City’s decision on the o�cial naming 

of this park in early 2023.
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OFFICIAL PLUMBING & HEATING: Small company, low 
overhead, excellent warranties, and great rates. Specializing 
in residential service and installs. Services include furnace 
service and replacement, hot water tank service and 
replacement, leaks, clogs, gas �tting, and more. Licensed 
and insured. Why wait? Call today and get it �xed today!  
Available 24/7, we accept debit/VISA/MasterCard. Call  
403-837-4023 or email info@o�cialplumbingheating.ca; 
www.o�cial-plumbing-heating.ca.

BRIDGELAND MORTGAGE BROKER: SAVE A BUNCH 
OF CASH! As a Calgary mortgage broker, I have helped 
your neighbors navigate their purchase, re�nance, 
and renewal options. If you are looking for expert 
mortgage advice, excellent rates, many options, 
and better �nancing, Call Anita at 403-771-8771 |  
anita@anitamortgage.ca | Licensed by Avenue Financial.

SNOW REMOVAL, CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, AND WINDOW 
CLEANING: Snow removal starting at $110 to $155 per 
month. Christmas light installation starting at $150. Early 
season discounts! Window and gutter cleaning starting 
at $99; interior/exterior/screens. Mulch, rock, sod, and soil 
installation. A+ Member of BBB, 4.2 Google Stars. Licensed. 
Insured. WCB. 403-265-4769 | YardBustersLandscaping.com.

CERTIFIED MASTER ELECTRICIAN: Terry Raabis, RME/
CME, CQT – Big Sky Ventures. Call: 587-228-9371 or 
e-mail: bigskyventures@shaw.ca. Home renos, re-wiring, 
troubleshooting, hot tub connections, smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors, breaker panel upgrades, and much 
more! Fully licensed and insured. Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CONFLICT? Community Mediation 
Calgary Society (CMCS) is a no-cost mediation and 
con�ict coaching service that can help you resolve 
problems and restore peace! We help neighbours be 
neighbours again! www.communitymediation.ca,  
403-269-2707.

APARTMENT WANTED: Quiet artist looking for a one 
bedroom apartment for January 15th or February 1st, 2023. 
Good tenant, 50+ with references. Non-smoker, non-drinker, 
no drugs, no parties! Text 403-926-7137.

BUSINESS 
CLASSIFIEDS

For business classi�ed ad rates call Great News Media 

at  403-720-0762 or sales@greatnewsmedia.ca

GREAT NEWS MEDIA

ACQUIRE AND RETAIN NEW CUSTOMERS 

Your Ad Geofenced Precisely in Your Target Market 

on our Carefully Selected Network of Premium Sites.

Call 403-720-0762 | sales@greatnewsmedia.ca
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One in five Calgary households find it difficult 

to pay for housing. The City of Calgary is working 

with government and other organizations to 

create more affordable housing in Calgary.

Find out who is helping now. 

calgary.ca/respond
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All services performed by a general dentist


